
 

Human Rights Committee (HRC) 
Meeting Minutes 

District Central 
Department of Economic Security 

Division of Developmental Disabilities 
4000 N. Central Avenue 

Phoenix, AZ 85012 
9th Floor Conference Room  

April 23rd, 2018 
10:00 am to 3:00 pm 

 
  

Call to 
Order 

Karen Van Epps 

Start Time 
 

10:00 am 

Facilitator 
 

Karen Van Epps 

Note Taker 
 

Daniel Stutzman       

Attendees 
 
  

HRC Members Present:  
Karen Van Epps, Carol McNulty, Eva Hamant, Lisa Witt, Andrea Potosky, 
Eduarda Yates, Heidi Reid-Champigny, Debbie Stapley, Mandy Harman 
 
HRC Members Absent: 
Linda Mecham, Natasha Beard 
 
Division of Developmental Disabilities (DDD) Staff: 
Daniel Stutzman, Marlene Riggs, James Maio 
 
Number of Public in Attendance: 0 
 

Agenda 
Topics 
 

Welcome/Call to Order, Approval of Minutes, ICF Tours, Letter/AHCCCS 
Letter, Statewide Meeting, Article 9 Training, Call to Public 

Welcome/Call to Order Committee 
 

Discussion  The Human Rights Committee (HRC) members introduced themselves 
in person. 
 
DDD Staff introduced themselves. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Approval of Minutes Karen Van Epps 

Discussion  Eva Hamant made a move to approve the minutes as written. Carol 
McNulty seconded. Motion carried. 
 

ICF Tours Karen Van Epps 

Discussion  Karen Van Epps: I have been to all four ICFs with Heidi. 
 
Carol McNulty: I have been to two and I like the fact that they kept the 
outside up.  
 
Karen Van Epps: Are the ICFs accepting new people? It seems they 
have the room. 
 
Marlene Riggs: As an agency we do not have enough staff to add more 
people until we have the staff to safely take care of people. We have to do 
a vendor call first to see if an agency will respond. If they don’t get a 
response to that person’s needs; we are a last resort so people don’t fall 
through the cracks. 
 
Karen Van Epps: It is difficult to staff due to the rate of pay, this is a 
major issue. We should as a committee make a statement. We will bring 
it to the next meeting and have a vote on it. I will work with Daniel to get 
the statement ready. 
 
Marlene Riggs: We ask a lot of the staff but are paying only a little. 
 
Karen Van Epps: We need to keep this on everyone’s mind. 
 
Daniel: Just as a reminder we have another two ICFs for touring on the 
26th. 
 

Letter/AHCCCS Letter 
 

Karen Van Epps 

Discussion  Karen Van Epps: I sent the audit letter we talked about at the last 
meeting to AHCCCS. I sent it certified and on the same day I got a 
response that they were not going to do an audit. The State ombudsman 
also supported getting an audit. This is a concern. People need a certain 
level of care and they are getting denied. However, I don’t think this 
letter was done in vain. We did point it out to AHCCCS. 
 

 
 

Statewide Meeting Karen Van Epps 

Discussion  Karen Van Epps: Anyone can attend the statewide meetings if they 
want. We have a lot of new people. In DW, we have Ms. Freeman as the 



 

new Chairperson. She noted that care concerns are a point of interest for 
her to do a metadata analysis. We also talked about the new senate bill. 
It changes our name and puts us under ADOA. We don’t know how this is 
going to work out at the moment. PRC was discussed at the meeting in 
regards to the new article 9 requirements that were discussed. We have 
been fighting this new version of article 9. 

 
 

Article 9 Training Karen Van Epps 

Discussion  (Training was cancelled and will be rescheduled at a later time) 
 

 
Call to Public Karen Van Epps 

Discussion  (No public present for call to public) 
 

 
 

Adjournment Karen Van Epps 

Conclusion  Next meeting will be held on May 21st, 2018 at 10:00 am at the Phoenix 
location. Meeting adjourned by Karen Van Epps at 1:11 pm.  

 
 
 


