
Human Rights Committee (HRC) 
Meeting Minutes 

Monthly meeting of District North (Flagstaff) 
Department of Economic Security 

Division of Developmental Disabilities 
1704 N. 4th St. 

Flagstaff, Arizona 
November 16th, 2017 

9:30 A.M. 
 

  
Call to 
Order 
 

Meeting called by District North Human Rights Committee (HRC) 

Start Time 
 

9:30 A.M. 

Facilitator 
 

Cynthia McKinnon (Chairperson) 

Note Taker 
 

Daniel Stutzman (HRC Liaison) 

Attendees 
 
  

HRC Members Present: Norm Wallen, Ted Garland, Cynthia 
McKinnon, Dora Harrison 
 
 
HRC Members Absent: N/A 
 
 
Division of Developmental Disabilities (DDD) Staff: Daniel 
Stutzman, Michele Uhalde-Wood 
 
 
Remote Participants:  None 
 
Number of Public in Attendance: 1: Sharon Gow 
 

Agenda 
Topics 
 

I. Call to Order 
II. Minutes Approval 
III. Potential New Member 
IV. Committee Moves into Executive Session 

  

Call to Order Cynthia McKinnon 
 

Discussion  The Human Rights Committee (HRC) members introduced themselves 
in person. 
 
DDD staff members introduce themselves. 
 



Member of the public introduces them self as a potential new member. 
 

 
Minutes Approval 

 
Committee 

Discussion Daniel: Did we have any edits for the meeting minutes from last month? 
 
HRC: No. 
 

 

Potential New Member Committee 

Discussion Sharon: I saw this on a list of volunteer positions. I spent my entire 
career working with individuals who had developmental disabilities in 
Ohio. My background is in social work. 
 
Daniel: Did you have any questions for us? 
 
Sharon: More about the process, like how do you know which cases are 
going to be discussed? 
 
Michele: The Committee gets incident reports that are from the previous 
month. In addition, the Committee reviews behavior plans. 
 
Cynthia: We review incidents such as deaths, abuse, neglect, and several 
others. The plans are reviewed for rights violations. 
 
Sharon: How do you get the reports? 
 
Cynthia: The providers are required by law to report the incident. Michele 
then does fact finding and decides if it needs to be reported further. On 
closed incidents we look for rights violations. If something is occurring 
that is an issue we can have it elevated to Phoenix and have mediation if 
necessary. We can also reach out to the center of disability law look into it 
as well. 
 
Sharon: Do you ever go and meet with the individual? 
 
Cynthia: We have in the past. We used to have meetings in several areas 
to allow more participation. Over the years it doesn’t happen anymore. 
The issues with the State have lessened the support from the State to do 
things like that. 
 
Sharon: So who does the actual investigation? 
 
Michele: It depends on what it is. We have the option to have the agency 
do their own internal investigation and at times our own fact finders go 
out to look into things. We have 24 hours to visit the site for incidents 
such as abuse. 
 



Daniel: Our quality assurance is just one group that looks into the 
incident as well. APS, DCS, and the local police department are often 
involved as well. 
 
Sharon: Is there a lot of these incidents? 
 
HRC: Yes. 
 
Norm: This month we have about 20. 
 
Cynthia: It is a good thing we get them so we can identify problems. 
Sometimes providers just need more education. 
 
Michele: We don’t just rely on our providers to report incidents. Our 
support coordinators know the process to do an internal report. 
 
Cynthia: Some members of the public know as well. Occasionally families 
come to the meeting to explain the problems they are experiencing. We 
get the reports and plans in the mail. We have to stand up for the people 
we represent. It takes a couple hours to read the plans. 
 
Dora: It takes me more than a couple hours. 
 
Daniel: Once we get the background finished I will get started on the 
appointment letter. Is this something you still want to do? 
 
Sharon: Yes. 

 
 

Committee moves into executive session  Committee 
 

Conclusion  Committee moves into executive session at 9:57 A.M. pursuant to A.R.S. 
41-1959 and A.R.S. 38-431.03(A)(2) to discuss incident reports and 
behavioral health plans concerning members of the Division of 
Developmental Disabilities of the Arizona Department of Economic 
Security.” 

  
Adjournment Cynthia McKinnon 
 

Conclusion  Next meeting will be held on December 19th at 9:30 A.M. at the Flagstaff 
location. Meeting adjourned by Cynthia McKinnon at 12:01 P.M. 

 
 


