
Human Rights Committee (HRC) 
Meeting Minutes 

Monthly meeting of District North (Flagstaff) 
Department of Economic Security 

Division of Developmental Disabilities 
1704 N. 4th St. 

Flagstaff, Arizona 
May 18th, 2017 

9:30 A.M. 
 

  
Call to 
Order 
 

Meeting called by District North Human Rights Committee (HRC) 

Start Time 
 

9:30 A.M. 

Facilitator 
 

Cynthia McKinnon (Chairperson) 

Note Taker 
 

Daniel Stutzman (HRC Liaison) 

Attendees 
 
  

HRC Members Present: Dora Harrison, Norm Wallen, Ted Garland,  
Cynthia McKinnon 
 
 
HRC Members Absent: N/A 
 
 
Division of Developmental Disabilities (DDD) Staff: Daniel 
Stutzman 
 
 
Remote Participants:  None 
 
Number of Public in Attendance: 1 
 

Agenda 
Topics 
 

I. Call to Order 
II. Minutes Approval 
III. APS Records Update 
IV. Committee Moves into Executive Session 

  

Call to Order Cynthia McKinnon 
 

Discussion  The Human Rights Committee (HRC) members introduced themselves 
in person. 
 
DDD staff member introduces himself. 
 
Public in attendance introduces herself as Pam Estrella with ResCare. 



Cynthia: The HRC is an independent oversight Committee that ensures 
that incidents with DDD members are handled appropriately. Such 
incidents could include when members come into contact with law 
enforcement, medication errors, and other serious incidents. In some 
cases we have to request additional information to complete our duties. 
In the past the public part of the meeting had more public attendance.  
They could have been family members or even providers who had denied 
access to a family member or in need for equipment to improve the life of 
a member. 
 
Cynthia: The Committee was formed due to a legal decision. This State 
has since become the best State to ensure members live in a family home 
setting. However, we are still working to ensure care continues to be 
more person centered. The process of the HRC has not always been easy. 
Past issues have included restrictions to information and not being 
allowed to meet. 
 
Cynthia: Difficulty with the State remains in its process. But the well-
being of clients is the focus of our work. We have had legal opinions that 
DDD is not following the law. 
 
Pam: What areas does this HRC cover? 
 
Cynthia: We cover most of Northern Arizona. We continue to do the 
things the way they are supposed to be done. We additionally work with 
the PRCs to catch Human Rights concerns. In all our works we have also 
worked addressing several concerns with members on the Reservation. 
Currently, there remains several areas in our focus such as members 
incarcerated for behavior. We would like to see a specific facility with DDD 
oversight for such instances. 
 
Ted: Members also don’t have access to easy dental care. We would like 
to see it increased. I also have ACA concerns with bill number HR 60 and 
congress bill HR 64. 
 
Cynthia: I would like to look into those as well. 
 
 
 
 

 
Minutes Approval 

 
Committee 

Discussion Daniel: So today I have last month’s minutes for approval. 
 
HRC: Not all of us got the minutes. 
 
Cynthia: I had no problems with them. However, from now on Daniel can 
you email the minutes to all HRC member so they can make edits if they 
need too? 
 



Daniel: Yes. 
 

 
 
Annual Report 

 
Committee 

Discussion Daniel: The next agenda item is the annual report. 
 
Norm: Didn’t we already submit this? 
 
Cynthia: I think that was last years. 
 
Daniel: This annual report is for 2016. This consists of the Committees 
recommendations and ongoing concerns. 
 
Cynthia: We already have a few ideas such as incarceration and 
guardianship on the reservation. Everyone can email Daniel what they 
would like included in the report.  
 
Ted: The letter I sent earlier, I would like that included. 
 
Daniel: I still have it and will make it a part of the annual report. 
 

 
APS Records Update  Committee 

 
Discussion Daniel: For the next topic I would like to update the Committee on APS 

records. The Division staff in our Unit in counterpart with APS staff and a 
senator have been working to try to get the HRC access to more records. 
It should be more than just having the unsubstantiated/substantiated part 
of a report. I will keep you updated as the process continues. 

 
Cynthia: That would be great. 

 
 

Committee moves into executive session  Committee 
 

Conclusion  Committee moves into executive session at 10:13 A.M. pursuant to A.R.S. 
41-1959 and A.R.S. 38-431.03(A)(2) to discuss incident reports and 
behavioral health treatment plans concerning members of the Division of 
Developmental Disabilities of the Arizona Department of Economic 
Security.” 

  
Adjournment Cynthia McKinnon 
 

Conclusion  Next meeting will be held on June 8th at 9:30 A.M. at the Flagstaff 
location. Meeting adjourned by Cynthia McKinnon at 11:01 A.M. 

 
 


