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Application  shall  be  made  on  the  forms specified in  this chapter.  Such  form(s)  must b e  
signed by  the  responsible  person.  No  admission  to  services may b e  made  for  any  person  
without  the  consent  of  the  responsible  person.  

For persons  age  18 or  over,  the  responsible  person  is  the  individual,  unless  that  person  has  
been  adjudicated  legally  incapacitated  and  a guardian  established  by  court  order,  in  which  
case  the  legal  guardian  is the  responsible  person.  

For persons  under  the  age  of  18,  the  legally  responsible  person  is  the  parent,  or  a court  
appointed  guardian.  If  the  child  is  a  dependent  ward  of  the  court,  the  Department  of  Child  
Safety  caseworker  may  sign  the  application.  For  children between the  ages  of  14  to  18  who  
live  in r esidential settings  supported  by  the  Division, the  child  must also  sign  the  application  
unless  the  Eligibility S pecialist  determines that  the  child does not  appear  to  be  capable  of  
giving  voluntary informed  consent.  

An  adult  capable  of  giving  consent  may  apply  for services  from  the  Division.  If  an  adult  
applies for  admission  and  reasonably  appears  to the  Department  to  be  impaired  by  a  
developmental disability  to  the  extent that  they  lack  sufficient understanding  or  capacity  to  
make  or  communicate  responsible  decisions  regarding  their  person, the  Division w ill require  
that  prior  to  receiving  programs  or services,  the  person  have  a  guardian  appointed  or shall  
have  had  a judicial  determination  made  that  it  is  not  necessary  to appoint  a  guardian  for 
such  person.  

An  adult  applying for  services  will  be  presumed capable  of  giving  consent  unless  there  is  a  
court  order declaring  the  person  is  legally  incapacitated  or the  person's  records  indicate  a 
diagnosis  of  profound or  severe  cognitive/intellectual  disability.  Family m embers  applying on  
behalf of an  individual  described  as  having  profound  or  severe  cognitive/intellectual  
disability  will be  advised  to  review  legal  options  which m ay include  guardianship;  
conservatorship;  durable  general  power of  attorney;  representative  payee;  and/or Advanced  
directives  for  Health  and  Mental Health C are,  Prehospital Medical Care  Directive, and  Living  
Will.  
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