Other Resources
Arizona Supreme Court
Planning for Parenting Time: Arizona’s Guide for Parents
Living Apart (booklet)
Court Services Division, Court Programs Unit
1501 W. Washington, Ste. 410 | Phoenix, AZ 85007
(602) 452-3360 | www.azcourts.gov
Maricopa County Superior Court
www.superiorcourt.maricopa.gov/SuperiorCourt/SelfServiceCenter

Parenting Time

Father Matters (parenting classes)
(602) 774-3298 |www.fathermatters.org
3146 E. Wier Ave., Ste. 26 | Phoenix, AZ 85040
New Beginnings (parenting classes)
Southwest Human Development
2850 N. 24th St. | Phoenix, AZ 85008
(602) 633-8819 | www.swhd.org

“Any man can be a father ...
it takes a special person to be a dad.”
— Proverb

Spending time together
when you live apart

DES Division of Child Support Services
www.azdes.gov/dcss/ParentingTime

Maricopa County
Equal Opportunity Employer/Program • Under Titles
VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (Title VI & VII),
and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA),
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Age
Discrimination Act of 1975, and Title II of the Genetic
Information Nondiscrimination Act (GINA) of 2008; the
Department prohibits discrimination in admissions,
programs, services, activities, or employment based on
race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability,
genetics and retaliation. The Department must make
a reasonable accommodation to allow a person with a
disability to take part in a program, service or activity. If
you believe that you will not be able to understand or take
part in a program or activity because of your disability,
please let us know of your disability needs in advance if
at all possible. To request this document in alternative
format or for further information about this policy,
contact 602-252-4045; TTY/TDD Services: 7-1-1. • Free
language assistance for department services is available
upon request. • Disponible en español en la oficina local.
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What

is

Parenting Time?

In Arizona, parents can have sole or joint legal decision-

How

do

I

get a

Parenting Time Plan?

Parenting time is the time you spend with your child,

making authority. Joint legal decision-making means

Interactive forms for Maricopa County can be found on

being a parent. This could include time spent together

that both parents work together to make major

the Judicial Branch of Arizona Court’s website at:

during outings to places around town, or time spent

decisions for their child. Sole legal decision-making

with you in your home. Parenting time can be for a few

authority means that one parent makes the major

hours, or for days at a time.

decisions for the child. Legal decision-making authority

https://www.superiorcourt.maricopa.gov/
ezcourtforms

is addressed at the same time that a parenting time plan

These forms are also available at the Self Service Center

What About Legal Decision-Making?

is put in place.

in each Regional Superior Court facility:

Legal decision-making, which used to be called legal

What

custody, is the right to make significant, nonemergency
decisions for the child, including decisions about
education, health care, religious training and personal
care. It does not include the routine decisions you will
need to make while the child is with you, such as what
the child will eat for dinner, which bedtime story to read,
which movie or television show the child will watch, or
what the child will wear to school.

is a

Parenting Time Plan?

A Parenting Time Plan is a schedule that tells each
parent when they will have their child with them for
parenting time. There are all kinds of parenting plans,
and yours can be customized for your unique situation.

Do I

need a

Parenting Time Plan?

Having a parenting time plan allows both parents and
children to know when they will be spending time
together as a family. You can plan your schedule

•

Central Court Complex
101 W. Jefferson St. | Phoenix, AZ 85003

•

Northwest Regional Center
14264 W. Tierra Buena Lane | Surprise, AZ 85374

•

Northeast Regional Center
18380 N. 40th St. | Phoenix, AZ 85032

•

Southeast Court Complex
222 E. Javelina | Mesa, AZ 85210

You may also download the forms from the Self Service
Center’s website at:
http://www.superiorcourt.maricopa.gov/
SuperiorCourt/Self-ServiceCenter/

knowing what days and times you will have your child
with you. Children also benefit from knowing when they
get to spend time with mom or dad.

“The smallest moments
can have the biggest
impact on a child’s life.”
— Author unknown

“To be in your children’s
memories tomorrow,
you have to be
in their lives today.”
— Barbara Johnson

