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WHAT Is PARENTING TIME?

Parenting time is the time you spend with your child,
being a parent. This could include time spent together
during outings to places around town, or time spent
with you in your home. Parenting time can be for a few

hours, or for days at a time.

WHAT ABout LEcAL DEcisioN-MAKING?

Legal decision-making, which used to be called legal
custody, is the right to make significant, nonemergency
decisions for the child, including decisions about
education, health care, religious training and personal
care. It does not include the routine decisions you will
need to make while the child is with you, such as what
the child will eat for dinner, which bedtime story to read,

which movie or television show the child will watch, or

what the child will wear to school.

“The smallest moments can have the
biggest impact on a child’s life.”
— Author unknown

In Arizona, parents can have sole or joint legal decision-
making authority. Joint legal decision-making means
that both parents work together to make major
decisions for their child. Sole legal decision-making
authority means that one parent makes the major
decisions for the child. Legal decision-making authority
is addressed at the same time that a parenting time plan

is put in place.
WHAT is A PARENTING TIME PLAN?

A Parenting Time Plan is a schedule that tells each
parent when they will have their child with them for
parenting time. There are all kinds of parenting plans,

and yours can be customized for your unique situation.

Do I NeeD A PARENTING TIME PLAN?

Having a parenting time plan allows both parents and
children to know when they will be spending time

together as a family. You can plan your schedule

“To be in your children’s memories tomorrow,
you have to be in their lives today.”

knowing what days and times you will have your child
with you. Children also benefit from knowing when they

get to spend time with mom or dad.

How pbo | ceT A PARENTING TIME PLAN?

There are forms available on the 2nd floor of the Pima
County Superior Court, in the Law Library. You can also

find the forms needed online at:

http://www.sc.pima.gov/

The Volunteer Lawyers Program offers a free Self-Service
Center Clinic to assist you with filling out the forms
needed to establish parenting time and legal decision-
making. Assistance is available on Mondays and
Tuesdays, from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. If you would like
to schedule an appointment for the Self-Service Clinic,
please call the Pima County Superior Court Law Library

at (520) 724-8456.

— Barbara Johnson



