
AzEIP/DCC Updates
October 25, 2023



AzEIP Updates

● New AzEIP Policy Analyst, Jessica Jimmerson

● SPA OAE Training Reimbursement

● OAE machine purchase (1 per contract in each region) 

using ARPA funds (have been ordered)

● ARPA closeout

● Rate Rebase Study



AzEIP/ECSE Early Childhood Transition: Building 
Collaborative Communities

This presentation will focus on important information regarding the transition from Part C to other programs when a child 
is turning 3 years old. It will provide opportunities for AzEIP providers, DDD, ASDB, school districts and Head Start/Early 

Head Start providers to build local collaborative communities that support successful transitions for children with 
disabilities and their families.

The same presentation will be held on both days and will be recorded. Participants will have the opportunity to break out 
into groups with other providers/school districts from their geographic area during both sessions to support further 

collaboration.

To register, please click the link of the date you plan to attend below:

Wednesday, October 25, 2023 1:00pm-3:00pm via Zoom

Friday, October 27, 2023 8:30am-10:30am via Zoom

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMrdOGupj0iGtHkURmW8ihCpI-Q-uSEEZG6
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYkd-Chrj8rGdf_H0gw5nSrOQlDlwny4Yc6


Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) 
Annual Determination



2023 Public Report now Available

https://des.az.gov/services/developmental-disabilities/early-intervention/reports



Website Updates

● New tab to easily find the local AzEIP SPA
https://des.az.gov/services/developmental-disabilities/early-intervention/find-service-providers

● Informational video for AzEIP FAQs

https://vimeo.com/search?q=azeip

● AzEIP Newsletter - October 2023
https://new.express.adobe.com/webpage/nz50PTW4VQjDo

● Facebook Link - Arizona Early Childhood Community (ICC)

https://www.facebook.com/azearlychildhoodICC

Email for - iccsocialmedia@azdes.gov

https://des.az.gov/services/developmental-disabilities/early-intervention/find-service-providers
https://vimeo.com/search?q=azeip
https://new.express.adobe.com/webpage/nz50PTW4VQjDo
https://www.facebook.com/azearlychildhoodICC
mailto:iccsocialmedia@azdes.gov


Interagency Coordinating Council

The ICC advises and assists the Department of Economic Security, Arizona Early Intervention Program (DES/AzEIP) and 

its partner agencies to administer, promote, coordinate, and improve early intervention for families and 

professionals. The ICC and the DES collaborate in the following areas:

● Full participation, coordination, and cooperation of all appropriate public agencies involved with early intervention.

● Seeking information about any federal, state, or local policies that facilitate and/or impede timely service delivery and 

taking steps to ensure problems are resolved.

● Preparation and submission of the annual report to the Governor and the Secretary on the status of early intervention 

service programs operated within the state.

Membership on committees, other than the Executive Committee, is open to interested 

people regardless of membership status on the ICC.

To learn more-

https://des.az.gov/services/developmental-disabilities/early-intervention/icc-for-infants-and-toddlers

https://des.az.gov/services/developmental-disabilities/early-intervention/icc-for-infants-and-toddlers


ICC Committees





Contact Information

Arizona Department of Economic Security 
Arizona Early Intervention Program
1789 West Jefferson Street, Mail Drop 2HP1 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007
Phone: (602) 532-9960
Fax: (602) 200-9820
Email: Azeip@azdes.gov

To make a referral
AzEIP Central Referral Agency 
Raising Special Kids (RSK)
Toll Free: (888) 592-0140
Email: AzEIP.Info@raisingspecialkids.org

Online: https://des.az.gov/azeip

Lisa Vallee /Community Relations Liaison 

Email: lvallee@azdes.gov

Phone: (480) 915-5828

Jerrilene Antone-Morton/Tribal Liaison 

Email: jantonemorton@azdes.gov 

Phone: (602) 859-0809

ICC email: azicc@azdes.gov

QR Code to AzEIP Website

mailto:Azeip@azdes.gov
mailto:AzEIP.Info@raisingspecialkids.org
https://des.az.gov/azeip
mailto:lvallee@azdes.gov
mailto:jantonemorton@azdes.gov
mailto:azicc@azdes.gov


Brief Overview - DCC



Today’s Breakout Room Agenda

● Brief Overview - Division of Child Care

○ Arizona’s Lead Agency for Federal CCDBG

○ Division Structure

● Key Updates-

○ Provider Support

○ Income Eligibility

○ Success Story

● DCC Engagement Contacts

● What Would You Like to Talk About?



Child Care and Development Block Grant

Legal Authority: The 2014 Child Care and Development Block Grant 

recognizes that child care providers play a critical role in early childhood 

brain development.

As Arizona’s Lead Agency for the CCDBG, DES is required to ensure equal 

access to quality care, focused on child development & well-being.

● In Arizona, we accomplish this through State & Community Coordination, 

Child Care Assistance, DHS Licensing Standards, the DES Provider 

Registration Agreement, Certified Family Providers, and Quality Set Aside.

acf.hhs.gov/occ

http://acf.hhs.gov/occ


Overview: Division of Child Care

Supporting the well-being and economic independence of Arizona’s 
families by providing quality child care assistance and services.

● Provider Network & Support Administration

● Family Support & Eligibility Administration

● ECE Quality & Systems Building Administration

● Operations Support Administration

● IT Systems Administration

● Performance & Strategic Initiatives Team

des.az.gov/child-care

https://des.az.gov/services/child-and-family/child-care


Key Updates



Updates: Provider Support

● Arizona Child Care Assistance Provider Grant (AZCAP)
○ Focus: continued stabilization for DES contracted and certified 

providers to support personnel costs (centers) and rent/mortgage, 

and utility payments (homes)
○ Applications closed Sept 2023
○ Awarded 1,428 Providers

○ Award payment Oct 2023
■ $68,765,000 one-time payment disbursed 10/25

○ Spending through June 2024

● Become a DES Provider!
○ azccrr.com/providers-needed.html

https://www.azccrr.com/providers-needed.html


Updates: Income Eligibility



Update: Child Care for Educators

Arizona Education Workforce Scholarship Program

★ Applications continue to increase 
by about 400 per month.

★ Parents working in child care, 
public, or charter schools, serving 
as teachers, assistants, and other 
staff.

★ Household income $65,000 or 
less.

★ Critical job functions cannot be 
completed remotely.

★ Currently available, and extended 
through June 2024.

https://des.az.gov/services/child-and-family/child-care/grants-scholarships/arizona-education-workforce-scholarship-program


Updates: Success Story

(From left to right) DES Division of Child Care Assistant Director, Lela Wendell, First Presbyterian Preschool Director, Shiloh 

Murillo, and DES Deputy Assistant Director, Michelle Genaro.



Federal Office of Child Care RFI Listening Session

● Federal Office of Child Care Region IX Listening Session:
○ Request for Information: Meeting the Child Care Needs in Tribal Nations
○ Seeking in-person input from Tribal Nations that administer the Tribal 

Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF)
○ RFI focus: child care requirements, regulations, and processes
○ Partnership with ITCA

● Nov 2nd @ 10am-12pm: Heard Museum, 2301 N Central Ave, 
Phoenix, Az 85004, Encanto Room

○ Region IX Office Hours for Tribal CCDF Lead Agencies: 1 pm- 4pm,
following RFI to discuss their programs and/or funding

● Federal Request for Information link (published July 27, 2023)
○ https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2023-07-27/pdf/2023-15930.pdf
○ Written comments must be received on or before January 2, 2024

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2023-07-27/pdf/2023-15930.pdf


DCC Engagement Contacts



Engaging with the Division of Child Care

Justine McDilda 

Community Engagement Liaison

jmcdilda@azdes.gov

Jerrilene Antone-Morton 

Tribal Liaison 

jantonemorton@azdes.gov

Division Partners
Office of Community Engagement and Office of Tribal Relations

mailto:jmcdilda@azdes.gov
mailto:jantonemorton@azdes.gov


Open Dialogue & Questions
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