
Human Rights Committee (HRC) 
Meeting Minutes 

District Central 
Department of Economic Security 

Division of Developmental Disabilities 
4000 N. Central Avenue 

Phoenix, AZ 85012 
9th Floor Conference Room  

March 26th, 2018 
10:00 am to 3:00 pm 

 
  

Call to 
Order 

Karen Van Epps 

Start Time 
 

10:00 am 

Facilitator 
 

Karen Van Epps 

Note Taker 
 

Daniel Stutzman       

Attendees 
 
  

HRC Members Present:  
Karen Van Epps, Carol McNulty, Eva Hamant, Lisa Witt, Andrea Potosky, 
Linda Mecham, Eduarda Yates, Natasha Beard, Heidi Reid-Champigny 
 
HRC Members Absent: 
Mandy Harman, Debbie Stapley 
 
Division of Developmental Disabilities (DDD) Staff: 
Daniel Stutzman, Marlene Riggs, James Maio 
 
Number of Public in Attendance: 0 
 

Agenda 
Topics 
 

Welcome/Call to Order, Approval of Minutes, ICF Tours, Update TP, Non-
Voting Member, Article IX, SB 1450, Annual Report, Placement 
Concern/AHCCCS Audit (May transfer into executive session), Call to 
Public 

Welcome/Call to Order Committee 
 

Discussion  The Human Rights Committee (HRC) members introduced themselves 
in person. 
 
DDD Staff introduced themselves. 
 

 
 
 
 



 
Approval of Minutes Karen Van Epps 

Discussion  Eva Hamant made a move to approve the minutes as written. Carol 
McNulty seconded. Motion carried. 
 

ICF Tours Karen Van Epps 

Discussion  Daniel Stutzman: I just wanted to start gathering possible dates for the 
ICF Tours. 
 
Karen Van Epps: We need to try and be there to see when they are 
doing active treatments. 
 
Marlene Riggs: That would be between 4:00pm and 5:00pm when they 
arrive home. 
 
HRC: These dates and times should work to get HRC members to tour the 
ICFs. One group can go on April 18th and the 26th at 6:00pm. We will tour 
two locations on each day to do all four. 
 
HRC: Another group will go on April 14th starting at 10:00am and tour all 
the locations on that day. 
 
HRC: The first group can go April 4th and 9th starting at 4:30pm. We will 
tour two locations on each day to do all four. 
 
Marlene Riggs: April 4th might be a concern as supervising staff may be 
at a training at ATPC for the day. 
 
Linda Mecham: I think it is important we go that day to see how the ICF 
operates on a normal day. We should find out whose in charge while 
people are at Coolidge? While people are gone we should also find out 
who has the authority to make medical decisions.  
 
Daniel Stutzman: I will reach out to staff this week to see if those days 
will work. I will then send an RSVP email to all the Committee members. 
Please reply to the email on the date you will be going to the tours and I 
will then send the addresses and times.  

 

Non-Voting Member 
 

Karen Van Epps 

Discussion  Karen Van Epps: So now we are going to vote on adding the Non-Voting 
member to the Committee as Leah Gibbs requested. 
 
Heidi Reid-Champigny: What is Marlene’s position? 

 
Marlene Riggs: I’m a QIDP Supervisor of State Operated services. It is 
case management. QIDP’s are more involved in active treatment. 



 
Carol McNulty made a move to add Marlene Riggs to the Committee as a 
Non-Voting Member. Lisa Witt seconded. Motion carried. 
 

 
 

Article IX Karen Van Epps 

Discussion  Karen Van Epps: Did any one do the Article IX Webinar? 
 

Carol McNulty: I did it. It was difficult to hear anyone and speak. 
 

Eva Hamant: The session is supposed to be posted online. 
 

Heidi Reid-Champigny: They went though it pretty quickly. 
 

Linda Mecham: They went through the changes. I am concerned about 
the roll out of the behavior plans. Who is going to write it and who is 
going to pay for it? What will be the role of the HRC and the PRC? 

 
Karen Van Epps: Several people told me that Megan Woods stated that 
Article IX does not protect members. I also wonder if any of the policy 
recommendations have been read. Another thing that I have seen are the 
statements: “current best practices” and “current evidence based 
practices.” I would like to know what these are. 

 
Linda Mecham: Are there questions we should send to DDD about Article 
IX? 

 
Eva Hamant: My questions and concerns are: 

• They are taking the rule 6-6-905 of PRC and are moving it to 
District policy. By doing this they can modify it without going 
through any review process. 

• In addition, rule 6-6-910, for psychotropic medications the 
section has been simplified to remove the PRCs review of 
medications. 

 
Linda Mecham: We tend to forgot that any policy change that affects the 
HRC is reviewed by the HRC before it is put out. 

 
Carol McNulty: The DDAC is included in that as well. 
 
Linda Mecham: Is article IX based on a law? Who can change that law? 
Where is the legislative authority to do this? 

 
Daniel Stutzman: Article IX is found in Administrative Code. If there is a 
law it may be referenced in that section. (ARS 36-551.01) 

 
Natasha Beard: I will check this. 

 
Karen Van Epps: So this brings us back to the reason of why they are 
doing this? 



 
Daniel Stutzman: I will write up the questions and send them to Karen 
by Wednesday. 
 

SB 1450 Karen Van Epps 

Discussion  Karen Van Epps: SB 1450 is at the House Judiciary, it is going to change 
our name to the Independent Oversight Committee and have us report to 
the Arizona Department of Administration. Senator Barto wants the 
committees to be more effective. 

 
Linda Mecham: By putting us under ADOA, it is the idea that DDD will 
not have control of us. 

 
Karen Van Epps: This is also for ASH and DCS committees, they will be 
under ADOA. 

 

Annual Report Karen Van Epps 

Discussion Karen Van Epps: Here we have a Draft of the Annual Report. 
 
Linda Mecham: How about we review this and make changes. 
 
Daniel Stutzman: I can send out a word document so changes can be 
made directly to the document? 
 
HRC: That will be great. 

 
 

 
   Placement Concern/AHCCCS Audit  Karen Van Epps 

Discussion  Linda Mecham made a move to go into executive session. Lisa Witt 
seconded. Motion carried. 

 
(Committee voted to go into executive session to discuss the topic) 

 
(Committee came out of executive session to perform a vote on the topic) 

 
Linda Mecham made a move to have the DC HRC write a letter in 
relation to the discussion in executive session to request follow-up from 
AHCCCS in regards to the audit. Carol McNulty seconded. Motion carried. 
 

Call to Public Karen Van Epps 

Discussion  (No public present for call to public) 
 

 



 
Adjournment Karen Van Epps 

Conclusion  Next meeting will be held on April 23rd, 2018 at 10:00 am at the Phoenix 
location. Meeting adjourned by Karen Van Epps at 1:53 pm.  

 
 
 


