
 

Human Rights Committee (HRC) 
Meeting Minutes 

District Central 
Department of Economic Security 

Division of Developmental Disabilities 
4000 N. Central Avenue 

Phoenix, AZ 85012 
9th Floor Conference Room  

June 25th, 2018 
10:00 am to 3:00 pm 

 
  

Call to 
Order 

Karen Van Epps 

Start Time 
 

10:00 am 

Facilitator 
 

Karen Van Epps 

Note Taker 
 

Daniel Stutzman       

Attendees 
 
  

HRC Members Present:  
Karen Van Epps, Carol McNulty, Eva Hamant, Lisa Witt, Andrea Potosky, 
Eduarda, Debbie Stapley, Linda Mecham 
 
HRC Members Absent: 
Heidi Reid-Champigny, Mandy Harman 
 
Division of Developmental Disabilities (DDD) Staff: 
Daniel Stutzman, Marlene Riggs, Sharon Hart, David Blount 
 
Number of Public in Attendance: 1 (Kay Moore) 
 

Agenda 
Topics 
 

Welcome/Call to Order, Approval of Minutes, HRC Statement Letter, Cholla 
Project, Stakeholders Report, Integrated Health Plan, ADOA Update, Call 
to Public 

Welcome/Call to Order Committee 
 

Discussion  The Human Rights Committee (HRC) members introduced themselves 
in person. 
 
DDD Staff introduced themselves. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Approval of Minutes Karen Van Epps 

Discussion  Karen Van Epps: These are the minutes from two months ago. 
 
Eva Hamant made a move to approve the minutes as written. Debbie 
Stapley seconded. Motion carried. 
 

HRC Statement Letter Karen Van Epps 

Discussion  The committee would like to add the document we wrote regarding the 
wages of providers to the minutes.  It’s hard to recruit staff due to the 
minimum pay requirement.   

 
Kay Moore, executive director of Accel, on the phone called in for 
clarification.  “We have a member we serve in which we had to do a 
basket weave hold.  An incident report was submitted.  I later received a 
call from the SC saying that we must now have a behavior plan, but the 
member lives with the family.  I was told it was required.  I also have 
someone wearing a gait belt for comfort and he can take it on or off 
himself.  I was told that a behavior plan is required.  I thought this was 
only required when self-injurious.” 

 
This information is coming from the West PRC chair.  It was 
recommended that Kay Moore should reach out to Chris Deere. 

 
The committee’s response, according to Article 9 states that if two 
incidents of emergency measures are used within 30 days the team must 
meet and discuss what needs to be done to help prevent this from 
occurring again.  There is no rule that a behavior plan is necessary. 
 

Cholla Project 
 

Karen Van Epps 

Discussion  Linda brought up the new planning document.  While taking a prevention 
and supports class the issue of the elimination of the “Working with Me” 
and “What works and doesn’t work” is taking the very important 
information describing most important issues for our members.  Providers 
depend on this information because members often move.  The new 
document asks questions that a non-verbal, intellectually disabled 
member will have trouble answering.  The committee agreed to take this 
issue to the statewide meeting. 

 
Linda requested a clean copy of the current ISP. 

 
 

Stakeholder Report Karen Van Epps 

Discussion  Karen reported from the stakeholder meeting.  The next meeting will be 
July 11th in Chandler.  Justin Harris and Leah Gibbs are in charge.  The 



 

meeting May 15 had SWOT on the agenda (Strengths, Weaknesses, 
Opportunities, Threats).  Only strengths and opportunities were 
discussed.  Weaknesses and threats are supposed to be addressed on July 
11.  The HRC wants to know who can participate in this meeting.  Leah 
and Justin said they want more attendees. This is a statewide meeting. 

 
Marlene stated that she thinks the stakeholder group is for accountability 
to fix problems.  Opening communication is a goal as well.  Linda said she 
served on the DDAC for 7 years.  Her area of representation was those 
served by the Division, 18 and over.  She stated that during those 7 years 
she continually listened to the need and concerns of family members.  
She brought these issues to the meeting and generally the concerns were 
pretty much the same.  After 7 years she resigned because she felt no 
one in DD was listening and nothing productive happened year after year.  
Karen represents the HRC and has run into the same barriers. 

 
Marlene says that support coordinators are supposed to be getting more 
power to do problem solving in the field.  High caseloads are a concern, 
but they are trying to make things more efficient. 

Integrated Health Plan Karen Van Epps 

Discussion  The DD system will change under the integrated health plan system.  
There are 2 plans—one in 2019 and one in 2020.  There will be an RFP 
coming out in the summer.  We want to be informed as to how this will 
work. 

 
There was a discussion regarding having third party support coordination 
so that the SCs could actually act as an advocate for members so that 
they would not be under DD. 
 

 
ADOA Update/Call to Public Karen Van Epps 

Discussion  Daniel Stutzman: I just wanted to update everyone on the change to 
ADOA and to the independent oversight committee. Currently, Kathy Ber 
is working to make a contact with ADOA to see how this transition will 
work. We are still hoping someone will be found at ADOA to attend are 
statewide meeting next month. 
 
Karen Van Epps: This is our new law. We will be called an Independent 
Oversight Committee. It is our hopes that this will make us more 
effective. The senator was trying to get us more power. This affects ASH 
and DCS as well. 
 

 
 

Adjournment Karen Van Epps 

Conclusion  Next meeting will be held on July 23rd, 2018 at 10:00 am at the Phoenix 
location. Meeting adjourned by Karen Van Epps at 1:53 pm.  



 

 


