Governor’s Council on Blindness and Visual Impairment (GCBVI)
Legislative and Public Policy Committee Meeting Minutes
December 3, 2019

Members Present
Amy Porterfield, Chair
Bob Kresmer

Brian Dulude

Ted Chittenden

Members Absent
Donald Porterfield
Allan Curry

Ed House

Staff Present
Lindsey Powers

Call to Order and Introductions

Amy Porterfield, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:05 pm in the DERS
Conference Room, Phoenix, AZ. Introductions were made and a quorum
was present.

Approval of March 13, 2017 Meeting Minutes

Bob Kresmer moved to approve the minutes of the March 13, 2017
Legislative and Public Policy Committee meeting. Ted Chittenden seconded
the motion. The committee approved the minutes by unanimous voice vote.

ILB Funding Increase Discussion

Amy Porterfield summarized that in the past the Independent Living Blind
(ILB) budget was a combined line item between ILB, which received funds
from Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA) through the Independent
Living Centers and any additional Independent Living Rehabilitation Services
(ILRS). Ms. Porterfield stated that funds would be targeted for individuals
under 55 years of age that wanted to receive IL services. Amy Porterfield
stated ILB was co-managed between the providers and the state and noted
the state would serve clients internally and the providers would serve
seniors in the community. Amy Porterfield stated that prior to 2009, the
community was able to provide some services to individuals under 55 years
as well. She stated that in 2007, the GCBVI, the National Federation of the



Blind (NFB) and other organizations initiated an effort to increase ILB
funding and to secure a separate line item under RSA for ILB. Amy
Porterfield stated the council and other organizations were able to secure an
additional $500,000. Bob Kresmer stated the Legislature had been happy to
work with the council and organizations to increase ILB funding. Amy
Porterfield stated the council worked with the Legislature to add the line
item. She added that when the economy crashed in 2008, the money was
pulled, as well as services for blind and visually impaired individuals under
55 years. Amy Porterfield stated she had the financial budget information
from 2008-2009 and would share with the committee members. Amy
Porterfield stated the NFB of Arizona (NFBA) developed a resolution to
support the increase of ILB funds to be at the level of 2008. Bob Kresmer
stated that RSA and the Department of Economic Security (DES) had been
reluctant to request additional funds. Amy Porterfield suggested the
committee members identify the information necessary to have a discussion
with the Legislature. Ms. Porterfield stated that Jim LaMay recommended
the Legislative and Public Policy Committee develop a White Paper to share
with the Legislature, although council members could also develop the
talking points to be discussed during a meeting with the Legislature.

Bob Kresmer stated his recollection that the previous talking points identified
the number of blind and visually impaired individuals that were not working
and that individuals were seeking non-medical services. Ted Chittenden
inquired whether the goal was to obtain additional funds for elderly and non-
elderly IL services. Amy Porterfield stated RSA was receiving full funding for
ILB services for over 55 years, and the council was seeking to obtain the
same level of funding as 2008. She stated that ILB funding could be used to
provide services to seniors as well as individuals that were unable to work
due to blindness or visual impairment. Bob Kresmer stated that in 2007, the
council received pushback from Centers for Independent Living (CIL)s, due
to the council requesting additional funds for blindness services and not for
all disabilities. Mr. Kresmer stated that council members met with Statewide
Independent Living Center (SILC) representatives, whom indicated that the
CILs would not oppose the council’s efforts.

Amy Porterfield stated the council should also explore the equitability of ILB
services. Bob Kresmer inquired regarding Brian Dulude’s experience working
with agencies and ILB services. Brian Dulude stated that in Utah, the
agency received the Federal grant, which was given to the CILs. He noted
the agency trained the staff that would work with the ILB clients. Bob
Kresmer inquired regarding the services for individuals under 55. Brian
Dulude stated the emphasis was not placed on that population. Ted
Chittenden stated that the funds went to the CILs and inquired whether
there were issues regarding the quality of services to individuals. Brian



Dulude stated the training to staff was subpar, and that staff could have
been trained better.

Amy Porterfield stated the 2008-2009 budget information showed the overall
DES budget, and how the budget was broken up between RSA, Blind
services for VR and IL for the two years. Amy Porterfield stated the
committee could include that information in the talking points with the
Legislature, as well as the rate of unemployed blind and visually impaired
individuals, the need for unduplicated services, and the current ILB budget.
Amy Porterfield inquired whether RSA would be required to spend the
allotted funds or risk losing those funds. Brian Dulude agreed, although
Kristen Mackey had indicated that RSA had not lost funding in the past. Bob
Kresmer stated that in 2007, the Legislature had inquired why the council
was requesting additional funding and why the request was not coming from
DES. Bob Kresmer stated he had indicated that DES had many other
obligations and it was easier for the council to make that request. Amy
Porterfield stated the council was protecting ILB services and to ensure that
ILB services had a separate line item. Amy Porterfield suggested that Bob
Kresmer meet with the DES Acting Director prior to meeting with Cristina
Corieri, Senior Policy Advisor to the Governor. Amy Porterfield stated that
Ms. Corieri would check with the DES Acting Director prior to making any
recommendations to the Governor’s Office. Amy Porterfield stated the NFB
would do any advocating with the Legislature and the council should identify
the talking points to be used to advise the Governor’s Office. She noted that
any consumer groups would be welcome to use those talking points as well.

Amy Porterfield stated that she could assist Bob Kresmer in drafting the
letter, although the letter should come from Bob Kresmer. She noted the
letter should also include the current ILB budget amount compared to 2008.
Bob Kresmer stated he could procure that information. Ted Chittenden
suggested the information include a comparison of how the RSA budget had
increased from 2009, while the ILB budget had not increased significantly.
Amy Porterfield agreed that the information would include a comparison of
the budgets. Amy Porterfield stated the information should also include the
bill that was passed in 2007 that included the ILB line item. Bob Kresmer
stated his recollection that the Legislature had not created a separate bill
and the Senate President had suggested the request be attached to a
current bill. Amy Porterfield stated the committee would need to obtain the
2008 budget to show that line item attached.

Bob Kresmer inquired whether Brian Dulude understood the direction that
the council was taking and noted the council would need a level of

cooperation from RSA and SBVID. Brian Dulude stated that if the council
was interested in requesting additional ILB funding, RSA would assist the



council in that effort. Amy Porterfield suggested that Brian Dulude and
Kristen Mackey be apprised of the process going forward. Bob Kresmer
inquired whether the talking points should include the number of individuals
on the ILB waiting list. Brian Dulude inquired whether the waiting list was
for Older Individuals who are Blind. Bob Kresmer confirmed and stated the
agency was able to serve individuals under 55. Brian Dulude inquired
whether the waiting list was for individuals seeking ILB services and were
over 55 years. Bob Kresmer stated that most of the individuals on the ILB
waiting list were over 55 years. Amy Porterfield stated that she would
develop an outline of the talking points and share with the committee. Bob
Kresmer suggested that Jim LaMay, as the IL Committee Chair, be apprised
of the committee’s progress as well.

Policy and Legislation Discussion

This item was tabled.

Agenda and Date for Next Meeting

The next meeting of the Legislative and Public Policy Committee was
scheduled for January 6, 2020 from 1:00-2:30. Agenda items are as

follows:

e ILB Funding Increase Discussion
e Policy/Legislative Discussion

Announcements

Ted Chittenden stated he attended an Ability 360 political seminar for the
Arizona Council of the Blind (AzCB) and noted they were working towards
development of a bill that would change guardianship, which would allow
guardians to have full participation in other areas.

Public Comment

A call to the public was made with no response’s forthcoming.

Adjournment of Meeting

Bob Kresmer moved to adjourn the meeting. Ted Chittenden seconded the
motion. The meeting was adjourned at 1:50 pm.



