Governor’s Council on Blindness and Visual Impairment (GCBVI)
Assistive Technology (AT) Committee Meeting Minutes
January 15, 2020

Members Present
Bea Shapiro, Chair
Nathan Pullen

Sue LeHew

Terri Hedgpeth

Members Absent
Ed Gervasoni
Mark Nelson

Staff Present
Lindsey Powers

Guests Present

Call to Order and Introductions

Bea Shapiro, Chair, called the meeting to order at 3:05 pm in the RSA
Conference Room, Phoenix, AZ. Introductions were made and a quorum
was present.

Approval of October 30, 2019 Meeting Minutes

Nathan Pullen motioned to approve the October 30, 2019 meeting minutes.
Terri Hedgpeth seconded the motion. The minutes were approved by
unanimous voice vote.

AT Trends

Bea Shapiro stated the CSUN Conference would usually cover all disability
related topics, although over the years, the focus had been on blindness
related topics. Terri Hedgpeth stated that CSUN presentations would
typically focus on blindness and visual impairment topics. Bea Shapiro noted
that Nathan Pullen hoped to attend CSUN and suggested that Mr. Pullen
consider presenting on the Business Enterprise Program (BEP) and how the
program ensured that blind operators had the necessary AT. Nathan Pullen
stated he was not familiar with the format of CSUN and inquired whether the
conference had breakout sessions or presentations to large audiences. Terri



Hedgpeth stated there were multiple concurrent sessions as well as a large
exhibit hall. She noted that the CSUN website had the current presentation
schedule listed. Nathan Pullen inquired regarding the demographic of CSUN.
Bea Shapiro stated that approximately 5000 individuals attended CSUN and
a large portion of the attendees were blind or visually impaired. Terri
Hedgpeth stated that CSUN also focused on post-secondary education. Bea
Shapiro stated CSUN covered a lot of useful information, whereas the ATIT
Conference and Closing the Gap focused on education. Nathan Pullen stated
he would potentially partner with the National Federation of the Blind (NFB)
or the NFBI and discuss the Randolph Sheppard Act in a panel discussion.
Mr. Pullen stated that he would be attending the Sage Brush, a Randolph
Sheppard Conference, and the Blast Conference, which would include
training on micro markets and accessibility for BEP operators and for self-
check out machines. Bea Shapiro stated her understanding that 730
individuals attended the first day of the Vision Rehabilitation and Assistive
Technology Expo (VRATE) and that over 300 attended on the Saturday. Ms.
Shapiro stated her hope that the AT Committee could develop a presentation
that would be more attended. Sue LeHew agreed and noted the
presentation was great, although it was not well attended.

Bea Shapiro inquired whether there would be new technology at the
upcoming CSUN. Terri Hedgpeth stated the Q Braille Excel would be
released. Ms. Hedgpeth noted the latest Apple update allowed the iPhone 11
Pro which has 3 cameras, to identify the correct camera such as a wide
lenses camera to take a picture. Terri Hedgpeth stated that Aira would use
similar technology to assist individuals in navigating locations such as malls.
Sue LeHew inquired whether committee members were familiar with Orbit
Research’s Braille display. Terri Hedgpeth stated the Braille display had
been out for several years, and noted the company came out with the first
talking graphic calculator years prior. Bea Shapiro stated Aira was pushing
for agencies to offer their glasses to blind and visually impaired employees.
She noted the Aira glasses could assist an individual in reading forms or
perform work functions. Ms. Shapiro stated her hope that the Department
of Economic Security (DES) would consider offering that service to
employees or clients.

Nathan Pullen inquired whether committee members were familiar with the
LS&S Sunu bands, which was a smart watch with sonar technology that
provided haptic feedback regarding the individual’s location. Bea Shapiro
stated that one of the BEP operators had the Sunu band and liked it. Nathan
Pullen stated that BEP operators were required to be certified for food
safety, which had a testing component. Mr. Pullen stated BEP operators
could request readers as an accommodation, and he was trying to find a
method for the operators to take the test on their own. Nathan Pullen



stated OrCam would be releasing a pen that would read the text out loud or
in an ear bud to the individual. Bea Shapiro stated the OrCam pen would
likely be like the Smart Pen, which was used for individuals with cognitive
disorders. Nathan Pullen stated his concern with the pen was that there
were different versions, such as an embedded dictionary, which could be
used for testing. Sue LeHew stated some of the pens required special paper,
so if an individual took notes with the pen, they would need special paper to
read the text. Nathan Pullen stated the pen could be used to read the test
form and would be less expensive at $1000-$2000 compared to $4000-
$5000 for the OrCam. Bea Shapiro stated the Aira glasses would assist an
individual with reading a form. Nathan Pullen stated his concern that a
human reading the test could unintentionally read the text in a certain way
that would lead the operator to answer differently. Terri Hedgpeth stated
the Voice Dream Reader was an app that allowed an individual to stop, skip,
and could be used with a Braille display.

AT Committee Collaboration with Education Committee

Bea Shapiro stated the Education Committee had requested assistance from
the AT Committee to help provide AT training to the Teachers of Students
with Visual Impairments (TVI). Sue LeHew suggested the committee
consider providing training to Transition Counselors instead of presenting at
VRATE. Ms. LeHew stated the committee could also consider providing a co-
presentation at the Transition Conference. Bea Shapiro stated the VRATE
Board hoped that teachers and students would attend the second day of
VRATE, although the conference did not attract those audiences. Sue LeHew
stated the committee could provide a training through the RSA Video
conference sites and could advertise the training at the Transition
Conference. Terri Hedgpeth inquired whether the AER Conference would be
a viable option. Bea Shapiro stated the AER Conference did not target the
right topics. Nathan Pullen inquired whether the committee would consider
presenting at the Arizona Technology Access Program (AzTAP) Conference.
Sue LeHew stated that she prepared an informative session on Braille at
AzTAP and only 4 individuals attended. Terri Hedgpeth inquired whether the
Foundation for Blind Children (FBC) had quarterly meetings, and whether the
committee could provide a presentation during those meetings. Bea Shapiro
stated the committee could consider providing instruction at FBC or offering
workshops to TVIs.

Agenda and Date for Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Assistive Technology Committee was scheduled for

February 26, 2020 from 3:00-4:30 pm in the RSA Conference Room,
Phoenix, AZ. Agenda items are as follows:



e AT Trends
e AT Committee Collaboration with Education Committee

Announcements

There were no announcements.

Public Comment

A call was made to the public with ho comments forthcoming.

Adjournment of Meeting

Terri Hedgpeth motioned to adjourn the meeting. Sue LeHew seconded the
motion. The meeting was adjourned at 3:50 pm.



