
Governor’s Council on Blindness and Visual Impairment (GCBVI) 
Education Committee Meeting Minutes 

August 12, 2019  
 

Members Present      
Bob Kresmer, Chair        

Ed House        
Jared Kittelson 

Doris Woltman 
Julie Urban 

Lisa Jackson 
 

Members Absent 
Lisa Yencarelli 

 

Staff Present       
Lindsey Powers 

 
Guests Present 

Colin Wong 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
Call to Order and Introductions 

 
Bob Kresmer, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:02 pm in the RSA 

Conference Room, Phoenix, AZ.  Introductions were made and a quorum 
was present. 

 
Approval of June 3, 2019 Meeting Minutes 

 

Julie Urban motioned to approve the minutes from the June 3, 2019 
meeting.  Jared Kittelson seconded the motion.  The minutes were approved 

by unanimous voice vote.  
 

VRATE Presentation Discussion 
 

Bob Kresmer stated the Vision Rehabilitation and Assistive Technology Expo 
(VRATE) Board requested the Education Committee provide a presentation 

at VRATE.  Mr. Kresmer stated that he would contact the Assistive 
Technology (AT) Chair to discuss the Education Committee’s presentation.  

 
 

 
 



Youth Transition Program Discussion 
 

Bob Kresmer stated the Youth Transition Program ended recently, and the 
schools, parents, students, and Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) experienced 

problems in getting students signed up for the program.  Bob Kresmer 
stated that some students were interested in participating in the program 

but were unable to due to not submitting the paperwork on time or the 
parents chose to enroll their children in other activities.  Bob Kresmer stated 

that he would develop a workgroup with VR staff and the vendors that 
provide the Youth Transition Programs, to identify how to streamline the 

process and involve the parents, students and teachers earlier in the 
process.  Bob Kresmer stated the workgroup would meet in September and 

would include representation from the Foundation for Blind Children (FBC), 
SAAVI Services for the Blind, and the Colorado Center for the Blind.  Bob 

Kresmer inquired whether any Education Committee members would like to 

participate in that discussion.  Doris Woltman stated that she would like to 
participate in that discussion.  Bob Kresmer inquired how the teachers and 

students were involved in the process of signing students up for the summer 
program.  Doris Woltman stated that in the past, she would pick up the 

packets and would hand them out to students entering 9th grade on up that 
had not signed up yet.  Ms. Woltman stated she was able to facilitate the 

process of signing students up for the program, although the most recent 
year, she was not privy to information.  She noted that she contacted 

families of the students that had participated in the program in previous 
years.  Doris Woltman stated the new counselor in Tucson was not familiar 

with the process, and that hopefully that individual would be able to move 
students through quicker the following year.  Doris Woltman stated that she 

did not receive a lot of communication from Vocational Rehabilitation (VR), 
which delayed the overall process.  Bob Kresmer inquired whether Doris 

Woltman received student reports from the agency providing the Youth 

Transition Program.  Doris Woltman stated that she had never received 
student reports.  Bob Kresmer inquired regarding the original intent to 

providing information to the schools.  Ed House stated the intent was to 
send information back to the parents and the schools for development of the 

Individualized Education Plan (IEP).  Ed House inquired whether there was a 
new confidentiality issue that prevented the information from getting back to 

the schools, although there should not be a confidentiality issue in 
distributing the information to the parents and students.  Bob Kresmer 

stated the new Federal regulations required that students receive Pre-
Employment Transition Services (Pre-ETS) year-round activities that 

included students that were VR clients.  Bob Kresmer stated that he would 
welcome any suggestions from committee members regarding potential Pre-

ETS services and who could provide those services.   
 



Bob Kresmer stated the Arizona State Schools for the Deaf and Blind (ASDB) 
received additional funding to hire more teachers to provide more consistent 

services to students statewide.  Mr. Kresmer stated the GCBVI requested 
updates regarding those improvement efforts from the ASDB Superintendent 

and had received minimal information.  Bob Kresmer stated the 
Superintendent did indicate that ASDB was able to purchase new vehicles for 

the Early Childhood Outreach staff.  Bob Kresmer stated that ASDB was able 
to hire additional teachers, although several staff had retired or resigned 

from the agency, which created more vacancies.  Bob Kresmer inquired 
regarding FBC’s involvement with ASDB. Jared Kittelson stated that FBC 

provided the vision services in Maricopa County on behalf of ASDB, and the 
goal was to double the rural and urban visits to youth.  Bob Kresmer stated 

that the council had not received an update regarding the effectiveness of 
hiring additional teachers and transportation.  Julie Urban stated that ASDB 

had four teacher vacancies and five vacancies in district schools, and there 

was an overall lack of Teachers for the Visually Impaired (TVI)s.  Jared 
Kittelson stated that some districts were starting the school year without a 

TVI.  Julie Urban stated that some teachers were interested in becoming 
TVIs, although teachers working in private schools were ineligible for the TVI 

program.  Jared Kittelson stated that teachers interested in scholarships for 
the Teachers Academy had to work in public schools.  Mr. Kittelson stated 

that FBC was in the process of changing the language to allow more 
teachers to participate in the program.  Bob Kresmer inquired who FBC was 

working with to change the language.  Jared Kittelson stated FBC was 
working with lobbyists to broaden the language regarding the Legislation on 

the Teachers Academy.  Julie Urban stated the GCBVI was able to work with 
the Legislature in the past to modify Legislature language.  Bob Kresmer 

agreed and stated that he would work with FBC staff to modify that 
language.   

 

Bob Kresmer inquired regarding the progress of the program between 
Arizona State University and FBC in providing education to individuals 

interested in becoming TVIs in the bachelor’s program.  Jared Kittelson 
stated the program start date would be in January of 2020.  Mr. Kittelson 

stated there was interest in the program, although not all students were 
eligible to begin the program.  Jared Kittelson stated the program had been 

pushed out to January in hope that the Provost Office had issued approvals.  
Bob Kresmer stated his understanding that FBC held an Open House and 

received a lot of interest in the program.  Jared Kittelson agreed and stated 
that approximately 60 individuals were interested in the profession.  He 

noted that FBC would hold information sessions, provide a presentation at 
the Educator’s Rising Conference and had invited community colleges to tour 

FBC.  Bob Kresmer inquired whether the education would face-to-face 



training.  Jared Kittelson stated the first training would be in person, 
although FBC would likely offer virtual education in the future.   

 
Colin Wong inquired regarding the difference between the bachelor’s 

program offered through ASU compared to the master’s program offered 
through other entities.  Jared Kittelson stated the bachelor’s program offered 

a degree in Special Education with an emphasis in VR.  He noted the biggest 
difference was that the students would gain an understanding in special 

education, various eye condition diagnoses, and overall classroom 
management skills.  Colin Wong inquired whether an individual with a 

bachelors could obtain a teacher’s certification through the program.  Jared 
Kittelson stated his understanding that the individual would begin at the 

Junior level, although he was unsure regarding the eligibility to participate in 
the Teachers Academy program. 

 

Bob Kresmer stated that one of the issues brought to the ASDB Board was 
the lack of standardized quality of education statewide, and the equity 

between the school districts and the co-operatives varied greatly.  Bob 
Kresmer stated that he had suggested that parents and teachers be involved 

in workgroups to discuss that lack of equity and inquired whether ASDB had 
made any efforts towards that goal.  Doris Woltman stated ASDB 

Supervisors were asked to come up with teachers’ schedules and service 
times, which was provided to the Superintendent.  She noted the plans 

included planning, driving, and direct services times.  Ms. Woltman stated 
the Leadership Team met later to discuss the information gathered.  She 

noted that Lisa Yencarelli had discussed the goal to provide training to the 
Braillists and the Braille Technical Aids so that they can provide materials to 

students.  Doris Woltman stated that ASDB discussed the goals of providing 
training to the Braille staff, educate teachers on technologies, and to review 

how teachers engage the classrooms and to provide support to the teachers.  

Doris Woltman stated the ASDB Board was also hold an equity meeting to 
discuss the issue.  Bob Kresmer inquired whether ASDB had explored 

distance learning for students living in rural areas.  Doris Woltman stated 
she was unsure regarding the distance learning program, although some 

students in Tucson were receiving virtual education and were an exception.   
 

Lisa Jackson stated that she was unable to get the test score results from 
the students in the co-operatives.  Dr. Jackson stated the testing had 

changed so that students did not have take end of course assessments and 
would take the Math and English assessment if they were in 10th grade.  Lisa 

Jackson stated that many students were not taking any Math assessments, 
and now students would take the grade 10 Math test.  Bob Kresmer inquired 

whether a Junior would have to participate in testing.  Lisa Jackson stated 
the student would take the AZM2 Math Test based on their cohort.  Bob 



Kresmer inquired how the committee could learn how the blind and visually 
impaired students were performing in comparison to their peers.  Lisa 

Jackson stated the Arizona Department of Education (ADE) would publish 
results, although the scores would include students with all disabilities.  Bob 

Kresmer stated the committee had also learned that the school districts 
could not share information if the districts only had 2-3 students, as it would 

be a violation of privacy.  Lisa Jackson stated that she could contact the 
Testing Assessment Department and inquire whether the committee could 

glean any information from students in the co-operatives.  Bob Kresmer 
inquired whether the committee could request that individual teachers in the 

co-operatives compile that information.  Dr. Jackson stated she could 
potentially contact the schools and request recent test scores that would be 

sent as digital files.  Doris Woltman stated that previously, she contacted the 
school districts and requested student test scores for students that were 

learning Braille.  Lisa Jackson stated that Doris Woltman could share that 

information with the Accountability staff at ASDB.  Bob Kresmer inquired 
whether ASDB had an individual responsible for all data collection efforts.  

Lisa Jackson stated that she would contact the ASDB Directors and request 
any data that had been collected and had not been placed in a centralized 

location.          
 

Newborn Vision Screening Discussion 
 

This item was tabled.    
 

Date and Agenda for Next Meeting 
 

The next meeting of the Education Committee will be scheduled for a date in 
November from 1:00-2:00 in the RSA Conference Room, Phoenix, AZ.  

Agenda items are as follows:  

 

• VRATE Presentation Discussion 

• ASDB Update 

• High Stakes Testing Discussion 

 

Announcements 

 
Lisa Jackson stated that she would present at FBC in February during the 

monthly meeting for the TVIs to discuss the new state testing and the 
impact on the visually impaired students.   

 
 

 



Public Comment 
 

A call to the public was made with no responses forthcoming. 
 

Adjournment of Meeting 
 

Ed House motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Julie Urban seconded the 
motion.  The meeting was adjourned at 2:00 pm. 


