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Attention All

Grandparents Raising
Grandchildren
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Are you raising a grandchild or know someone who is?

Has your grandchild had legal parentage established? The Department of Economic Security
(DES) Division of Child Support Services (DCSS) can help secure their future by assisting you in
establishing legal paternity for the child(ren) in your care.

Establishing legal paternity or legal parentage means determining the legal father of a child.
Paternity is an important part of a child’s future. Did you know if a child’s mother was not married
when the child was born, then by law there is no legal father listed on the birth certificate? Steps
can be taken by DCSS that can easily help to establish paternity if the child’s mother and father
were not married when the child was born. When paternity is legally established it gives a child
born to unmarried parents the same legal rights as a child born to married parents. Once paternity
is determined, the child is entitled to a number of helpful benefits that might include Social
Security benefits, Veteran’s benefits and inheritance rights. Studies have shown that children may
benefit greatly in knowing their paternal family’s cultural, medical, and biological history. The
paternity process may begin at any time up until the child turns eighteen years old.

DCSS can help you establish legal paternity for your grandchild(ren). Contact DCSS at
(602) 252-4045 or toll free in Arizona at 1-800-882-4151. There is no charge to use DCSS services
to establish paternity for the children in your care. Let DCSS help you, contact us today.
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Equal Opportunity Employer/Program « Under Titles VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (Title VI & VII),
and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Age
Discrimination Act of 1975, and Title II of the Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act (GINA) of 2008; the
Department prohibits discrimination in admissions, programs, services, activities, or employment based on race,
color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, genetics and retaliation. The Department must make a reasonable
accommodation to allow a person with a disability to take part in a program, service or activity. For example, this
means if necessary, the Department must provide sign language interpreters for people who are deaf, a wheelchair
accessible location, or enlarged print materials. It also means that the Department will take any other reasonable
action that allows you to take part in and understand a program or activity, including making reasonable changes
to an activity. If you believe that you will not be able to understand or take part in a program or activity because of
your disability, please let us know of your disability needs in advance if at all possible. To request this document in
alternative format or for further information about this policy, contact the Division of Child Support Services at
(602) 252-4045; TTY/TDD Services: 7-1-1. « Free language assistance for DES services is available upon request.



