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e – Therapist Bulletin 

 

A little bit more about Steven’s Law… 

 
For families, listed below are implementation facts, based on the written law: 

 

Purpose:  Requires certain health insurers/carriers to provide coverage for the diagnosis and or treatment of  Autism 
Spectrum Disorder, including the diagnosis of Autism, Asperger’s Syndrome and Pervasive Developmental Disorder 
Not 0therwise Specified. 

Effective Date of the Law:  July 1, 2009 

However, each insurance plan’s coverage of Steven’s Law will typically start on the specific date of your insurance 
enrollment or plan renewal date after the July 1, 2009 Steven’s Law implementation date.  For example, if your plan’s 
renewal date is September 1, 2009, your benefits might not be effective until that date regardless of the July 1, 2009 
implementation date of Steven’s Law. 

Eligibility Information:  Children ages 0-9 can receive up to a maximum of $50,000.00 per year of insurance benefits. 
Children ages 10-16 can receive up to a maximum of $25,000.00 per year of insurance benefits.  Services are not sub-
ject to any limits on the number of visits per year. 

Coverage:  The covered benefits include behavioral therapy, psychiatric care and psychological care.  For purposes of 
this law, behavioral therapy includes interactive therapies derived from evidence based research including Applied 
Behavioral Analysis (ABA), also known as Lovaas, discrete trial, pivotal response trainings, intensive intervention and 
early intensive behavioral intervention. 

Treatment Plan Requirements:  Treatment plans must include diagnosis, treatment type, frequency and duration of 
treatment, anticipated outcomes/goals, frequency of treatment plan updates and treating medical doctor’s signature.  
The insurer (insurance company) can request an updated treatment plan every six (6)months unless agreed upon due 
to emerging clinical circumstances. 

Exemptions (companies, individuals not required to offer Autism coverage): 

Small businesses with 50 or fewer employees.  Limited benefit coverage (policies designed to supplement major medi-
cal policies).  Self-insured plans (typically larger companies who pay for their own claims).  Plans underwritten in states 
other than Arizona are exempt. 

Miriam’s Comments….. 
 
Thanks to Peggy Lopez for all of her hard work with facilitating therapy services in District V. Peggy will 
continue her work with the Division in other areas. Dawn Stoddard will be the Therapy Coordinator and 
she is also the District’s Habilitation Nurse.  She can be reached at the District V main office in Apache 
Junction at 480-474-3973.  Welcome to Therapy Dawn! 
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From Business Operations... 

When entering billing information into your monthly billing (the template is on the DDD website at www.azdes.gov/ddd under “help 
for providers”), make sure to list the following: 

Header 
Column A:  Your FEI or SSN 

Column B:  The billing month, in a three digit character format (e.g., March=MAR, June=JUN) 

Column C:  Bill Year—starting in July, use 10—this field is only a two-digit numerical field. 

Column D:  Always list P2 

Column E:  Your agency NPI 

Column F:  Your agency AHCCCS number. 

Details 
Column A:  Your service location—normally AA for therapy providers 

Column B:  Your contract number or you can leave the field blank 

Column C:  10-digit Client ID—you must list the leading zeros 

Column D:  Beginning service date in dd/dd/yyyy format 

Column E:  Ending service date in dd/dd/yyyy format (column D and E must be the same date) 

Column F:  Your service code (e.g., OCE, OCT, PHE, PHT, SPE, SPT) 

Column H: The delivered units for the day 

Column I:   No-shows—list .5 only.  List 0.00 in Column H 

Column J:  Your rate for the service listed in column F 

Column K:  The TPL (MCID) code—use this column only for partial pays or deductibles 

Column L:  Amount of payment from the insurance company 

Column M:  This column is only used if there’s a deductible—list 01 

Columns N—S:  If there are more than one insurances for the consumer, you’ll use these fields  

Column T:  List the total amount, or rate x unit 

Column U:  This is a ten-digit field you may use however you want—since the document does not have columns for names, you can 
list the consumer’s name—on your payment remit from the Division the name will be listed twice—no symbols can be listed in this 
field 

Column V:  The therapist’s AHCCCS number, which is 6 digits in length 

Column W:  The therapist’s NPI number, which is 10 digits in length 

Column X:  The place of service—11-Office, 12-home, 99-community 

Footer 
Column A:  Total claim lines submitted (keep in mind that the first line in the Details section is a Header line) 

Column B:  List delivered units plus no-shows 

Column C:  List your total amount due (dollar signs are not allowed; decimal points are allowed) 

Always start your bill on line 2 for the Header, Detail and Footer sections 

You are able to look up your waivers and denials in FOCUS.  If you are having difficulties getting online, call 602-771-1444, option 
3.    If you have billing questions, please call Judy Niebuhr at 602-542-6798. 
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Monthly reminder about evaluation reports... 
Quarterly progress reports are due to Support Coordinators no later than fifteen
(15) days after the end of each quarter that the service is provided.  There are no 
exceptions to this contractual rule. 

On the first Friday of the month you will receive an electronic list of ALTCS-eligible individuals who are 
in need of therapy services. Individuals will be identified by age, district, and zip code. The intent of 
sharing this information is to help both you and the Division coordinate the provision of therapy ser-
vices.   

 
 
 
 
Your contact person for each district is 
listed below. 
 
District I: Kathy Hornburg 
Phone: 602-246-0546  
Fax: 602-246-0880 
KHornburg@azdes.gov 
 
District II: Altagracia Gasque 
Phone: 520-519-1711 x 1133 
Fax:  520-748-8765 
AGasque@azdes.gov  
 
District III: Tobie Trejo 
Phone: (H) 928-526-0334 
Fax: 928-773-8496 
TTrejo@azdes.gov 
 
District IV: Tamara McIntosh-Gall   
Phone: 928-453-7171 
928-753-4868 (cell) 
Fax: 928-718-1834 
TMcIntosh@azdes.gov 
 
District V: Dawn Stoddard 
Phone: 480-474-3973 
Fax: 480-982-7231 
DStoddard@azdes.gov 
 
District VI:  Linda Southwell 
Phone: 928-428-0474 x 1140 
520-860-0044 (cell) 
Fax 928-348-7725 
LSouthwell@azdes.gov 
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