
Pandemic Student Exemptions 
Are Ending

What You Need to Know
The federal Public Health Emergency ended 
May 11, 2023, which means the temporary 
student exemptions will end for new 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP) applications after June 9, 2023, and 
renewal certification periods beginning on or 
after July 1, 2023.

Pandemic Student Exemptions 
Through June 9, 2023

Students may be determined eligible for 
SNAP if one of the following described their 
situation:

• Eligibility for Work Study - The student
has been determined eligible but is
not actively participating in a State or
Federally financed work study program
during the regular school year as
determined by the institution of higher
education.

• $0 EFC - The student has an Expected
Family Contribution (EFC) of $0 in the
current academic year.

SNAP Student Eligibility for Initial 
Applications After June 9, 2023

Students may be determined eligible for SNAP if 
they meet one of the following criteria:

• Under the age of 18, or over the age of 49
• Employed for at least 80 hours within a 30-

day period
• Participating in a state or federally financed

work-study program
• Participating in SNAP CAN, a tribal

employment program, or the Jobs program
• Receiving Cash Assistance
• Cares for a child under 6, is a single parent

caring for a child under 12, or adequate
child care is not available for a child ages
5-11

• Otherwise exempt from work requirements

New Applications Submitted On or Before June 9, 2023
If you apply for SNAP on or before June 9, 2023 and are eligible based on a pandemic student 
exemption, you will remain eligible until your next renewal application.

Renewals Applications
If your SNAP renewal certification period begins June 1, 2023, you can continue to receive a 
pandemic student exemption until your next renewal. If your renewal certification period begins on or 
after July 1, 2023, you are no longer eligible for the pandemic student exemption.

Mid-Certification Changes
Households are not required to report changes in their student status mid-certification. However, 
when the household clearly reports that a student is no longer eligible for the Pandemic Student 
exemptions after May 11, 2023, the agency must act on the change and the student will be screened 
for a non-temporary student exemption.

To learn more about Nutrition Assistance benefits and to apply, visit des.az.gov/na.

http://des.az.gov/na.


In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights 
regulations and policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex (including gender identity and sexual orientation), religious creed, disability, age, 
political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity.

Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons with 
disabilities who require alternative means of communication to obtain program information (e.g., 
Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language), should contact the agency (state or local) 
where they applied for benefits. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities 
may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA 
Program Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained online at https://www.usda.gov/sites/
default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf, from any USDA office, by calling (833) 620-1071, or by writing a 
letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain the complainant’s name, address, telephone 
number, and a written description of the alleged discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged civil rights 
violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to:

1. mail:
Food and Nutrition Service, USDA
1320 Braddock Place, Room 334 Alexandria, VA 22314; or

2. fax:
(833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or

3. email:
FNSCIVILRIGHTSCOMPLAINTS@usda.gov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

To request this document in alternative format or for further information about this policy, contact your 
local office; TTY/TDD Services: 7-1-1. • Disponible en español en línea o en la oficina local.
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