
PRESCHOOL SUSPENSION & EXPULSION 
PREVENTION SUPPORT FOR FAMILIES 
(For children ages birth through 12 years old)

HAVE YOU BEEN ASKED TO…
◦ Pick up your child early from child care due to challenging 

behaviors?
◦ Not return to the child care site for several days?
◦ Reduce the number of hours your child attends child care?
These are all examples of child care expulsion.

DID YOU KNOW?
◦ The primary goal of early education is to launch children on their 

educational journeys so they can succeed in elementary school 
and beyond

◦ Preschool-age children are expelled at three times the rate 
of children in kindergarten through 12th grade. This practice 
deprives young children of the benefits of early childhood 
education and may leave unaddressed mental health issues that 
can result in challenging behaviors and other long term effects

◦ An early childhood mental health consultation can reduce 
behaviors that may lead to expulsions

WHY IS EXPULSION A CONCERN?
Research shows that preschool expulsions are linked to: 
◦ Missed opportunities to learn, socialize with other children and interact with positive adult role models
◦ A risk of developing ongoing behavioral problems and negative views about learning, school, teachers, and the world 

around them, which can lead to greater challenges later in life
High expulsion rates are also an indicator that parents and caregivers need support in providing positive social and 
emotional opportunities for children to lay the foundation for all learning, future relationships and school readiness.

WHAT’S NEW? 
Arizona Department of Economic Security 
(DES) Expulsion Prevention Services are now 
offered through AZ STEPS!
Families working with AZ STEPS can receive 
suspension and expulsion support and resources 
from a DES Contracted Resource Consultant by 
completing an Arizona Suspension and Expulsion 
Support Request Form.  

WHAT IS AZ STEPS?
Arizona Statewide Training and Technical 
Assistance for Expulsion Prevention

WHY AZ STEPS?
AZ STEPS provides resources, support and 
training to help child care providers prevent 
suspensions and expulsion while strengthening 
their ability to support all children! AZ STEPS  
helps parents and teachers understand children's 
behaviors and how teaching social-emotional skills 
can help prepare them for social and academic 
success.

HOW CAN AZ STEPS HELP? AZ STEPS OFFERS:
◦ Online training that covers behavior, trauma, and social-emotional 

development for families and caregivers
◦ Resources and support to help prevent expulsion from happening 

in the first place by working with parents and childcare providers to 
promote a child’s success

◦ Mental Health consultations for families, teachers, and 
administrators to help meet the needs of the child 

HOW TO ACCESS SUPPORT?
If you notice your child exhibiting challenging behaviors, or you 
believe your child is at risk for suspension or expulsion, submit an 
Arizona Suspension and Expulsion Prevention Support Request 
through Arizona Child Care Resource and Referral (CCR&R) by 
visiting azccrr.com or by calling 1-800-308-9000 (option 2), Monday-
Friday 8 am-6 pm and Saturday 8 am-12 pm.
If you are interested in training or additional support for your family, 
please contact Jennifer Atkari-Benavides at 
(602) 633-8730 or JAtkari@swhd.org.

Equal Opportunity Employer / Program • Auxiliary aids and services are 
available upon request to individuals with disabilities • To request this 
document in alternative format or for further information about this policy, 
contact 602-542-4248; TTY/TDD Services: 7-1-1 • Disponible en español en 
línea o en la oficina local. CCA-1275A FLYENG (10-20)

http://visiting azccrr.com 
mailto:JAtkari%40swhd.org?subject=



